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Health Education Specialist

Health education specialists develop programs to teach people about
conditions affecting well-being. Health education specialists teach people
about behaviors that promote wellness. They develop strategies to
improve the well-being of individuals and communities. Health education
specialists are employed in a variety of settings, including hospitals,
nonprofit organization& and government agencies_ “The most rewarding part of my job as a Health Educator is creating

meaningful relationships with partners organizations, public health

professionals, and most importantly — community members.”

Average Annual Pay: $59,990 Mealea VanDenburg

How Do | Become a Health Education Specialist

Health education specialists typically need at least a bachelor’'s degree in health
PRCJECTED JCB education or health promotion. Some positions require a master’s or doctoral degree.
Graduate program fields of degree may include community health education, school
MARKET GROWTH: health education, public health education, or health promotion. Applicants to these

1% master’s degree programs generally do not need a specific undergraduate major.
Employers may require or prefer that health education specialists obtain certification,
such as the Certified Healt ucation Specialist credential offered by the

BY 2032 h he Certified Health Ed ion Specialist (CHES dential offered by th

National Commission for Health Education Credentialing,_Inc.

What Does a Health Education Specialist Do?

sess health needs of individuals and communities. rovide training programs for community

health workers or other healthcare providers.

v Develop programs, materials, and events to teach

eople about health topics.
Peop P v/ Collect and analyze data to learn about a

v Evaluate the effectiveness of programs and educational particular community and improve
materials. programs and services.
v/ Help people find health services or information. v/ Advocate for improved health resources and

policies that promote health.

J—

/= / WNY R-AHEC, 20 Duncan St, Warsaw, NY 14569

WESTERN NEW YORK \/ 585-786'6275 infO@r'aheC-org nmge
WNY R-AHEC https://www.r-ahec.org/

RURAL AREA HEALTH EDUCATION CENTER

This organization is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer


https://www.bls.gov/ooh/field-of-degree/home.htm
http://www.nchec.org/
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QA Professional Account e
Mealea VanDenburg, Public Health Education Coordinator, Steuben A
County Public Health, shares insight on the Health Education Field.

Y J All About
: i . Health
? .
What is the most rewarding part of your job? Educ?tlpn
Specialists

“The most rewarding part of my job as a Health Educator is creating
meaningful relationships with partners organizations, public health

National Health Education Week L]

professionals, and most importantly — community members. Learning and — -
growing with the community teach me so much, and allows me to curate my Click on the Image for
department’s messaging and initiatives to best fit the needs of the Health Education |'HI_E E
population.” Specialist career info
What is the most challenging?  https://www.youtube. -
“The most challenging part of my job as a Health Educator is finding new and com/watch? @%
innovative ways to disseminate health information and make real changes in v=4eldUadZX-s S |\./I|- ity
can lie

the communities that | serve. Continuously advocating for the breakdown of
barriers that prevent our communities from achieving good health is a
challenge — but one that everyone deserves to have an advocate for.”

What do you wish you knew back in school that you
know now?

“Public Health is truly everywhere and everything. From education to ECKELL MILE
technology, transportation to policy, everyone has an impact on a = leiaien D L\C
community’s well-being. It is an amazingly muti-faceted field to be a part of,
and everyone has something to contribute. No matter what your academic
studies or job experiences are, there’s a good chance you will find a place in

public health.”

Click on the image for a day in the
life of a Health Career Specialist

Anything else you want to share?
The public health Worqurce is awal.tlng y(?ung profess.lonals tt? enter this field. https://www.youtu -f
Try your hand at a public health aligned job or experience — it may be one of 5 - I||;'!-I|
the best decisions you'll make. be.com/watch? @l
v=G7hiiVlexUw _|:

Scan Me

For more information visit the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
https:/lwww.bls.goviooh/community-and-social-service/health-educators.htm


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eldUadZX-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7hiiVlcxUw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFkIh5TtWws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFkIh5TtWws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLbIiKgdPz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLbIiKgdPz4
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D’Youville University & WNY R-AHEC
Partner to Offer

DYU

DYOUVILLE UNIVERSITY
Six Week Summer Program

Tuesday-Thursday, Starting July 9th, Ending August 15th, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Students experience hands-on learning, exposure to health

>>> profession careers, and skill building with opportunity to tour,
shadow, volunteer in the community (local healthcare facilities,
non-profits, businesses, etc.)

Students Earn $10
an Hour to Attend!

Overnight opportunity at DYU campus, college experience
>>> and additional health profession exposure and experiences

(July 23-25).

Use QR Code for

HRSA

Heal RescerTes § Services Admastater

{H RESOURCESAKD SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (HRSAD OF THE U5,

More Info and to
HTTPS:// WWW SURVEYMONKEY. COM/R/HCOP2024

YOUNG DEXTER'S

April 2024

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Community Foundation for Greater
Buffalo Scholarship Process

$1,000-$6,000 Scholarships available for WNY
residents with a GPA above 2.0 and accepted into
school for Fall 2024.
Applications due May 1
Use link below for more information

https:/iwww.cfgb.org/news/community-foundation-
for-greater-buffalo-scholarship-process-now-open-4/

<

Health Careers
Resource Guide
QR Code

STEAM CAMP



https://www.cfgb.org/news/community-foundation-for-greater-buffalo-scholarship-process-now-open-4/
https://www.cfgb.org/news/community-foundation-for-greater-buffalo-scholarship-process-now-open-4/
https://www.beagenesee.com/
https://www.beagenesee.com/
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8 NYS AHEC SCHOLARS PROGRAM 8

An INTERNSHIP Opportunity for Health Profession Students

Receive up to $2000 for Program Completion!

Gain hands on experience in rural and M |
underserved communities while netwarking ‘N‘. r 'S‘So

vesso /
with an interdisciplinary team wa.ﬂ;ﬂ,: S
S AHEC S¥sTgy, -
p 9
Interprofessional "t’ﬂ Identify
teamwork 0 D

Create solutions to

Improve patient . “
avoidable inpatient care

centric clinical skills *

AHEC
Requirements- ___/d-—

« Enroliment in an accredited health il
professions program

WESTERN NEW YORX

+ Commitment to 2 years of learning with
40 hours of didactic and experiential WNY H AH Ec

SRR Y oot RURAL AREA HEALTH EDUCATION CENTER

" Enroll at http://nysahec.org/our-programs/new-nys-ahec-scholars-program/
For more info contact: Erin Brauen | ebrauen@r-ahec.org | 585-786-6275



