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projected job
growth rate is

13% by 2032

Average Annual Pay: $89,000

Sonographer 
Diagnostic medical sonographers, also known as ultrasound
technicians, operate medical equipment that uses high-energy sound
waves to create images of inside the body including organs and
tissues. These images are known as sonograms or ultrasounds.
Sonographers work closely with physicians and surgeons, who use the
images to assess and diagnose medical conditions. The sonographer
uses an instrument called a transducer to scan parts of the patient’s
body being examined. The transducer emits pulses of sound that
bounce back and cause echoes. The echoes form an image on a
computer that physicians can use for diagnosis.

Prepare patients by explaining the procedure
to them and answering questions.

Prepare exam rooms and maintain diagnostic
imaging equipment.

Properly position patients for imaging.

Operate equipment to obtain diagnostic images.

Review images to check for quality and
adequate coverage of the areas needed for
diagnoses.
Analyze findings for abnormalities and other
diagnostic information and provide a summary of
findings to physicians.

The most common education path is a 2-year degree
through an accredited sonography training program.
Bachelor’s or 4-year degrees are also available. Certificate
programs are available to those who hold a degree in
another allied health field. Certification is offered by
completing a 2 or a 4-year program. 

“It is rewarding to provide high quality exams in
order for the patient to receive the most accurate
and most efficient diagnosis.”

-Ariana McKinney, Sonographer, Strong Memorial Hospital

https://www.facebook.com/WNYRuralAHEC
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wny-rural-ahec/
https://x.com/WNYRAHEC
https://www.instagram.com/wny_rahec/
https://linktr.ee/rahec
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Click on the image for a day in the life of a
Sonographer

Click on the image for information on a
career in Sonography 

For more information visit the US Bureau of Labor or the American Registry for Diagnostic Medical Sonography

A Professional Account 

What is the most rewarding part of your job?

What is the most challenging?

What advice would you give to someone
starting out in this field?

Anything else you want to share? 

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/diagnostic-medical-sonographers.htm or
https://www.ardms.org/

https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?
v=McI7_h4FmhE

&t=28s

https://www.youtub
e.com/watch?

v=GYLfPP0UQWw

“Providing high quality exams in order for the patient to
receive the most accurate and most efficient diagnosis
and making them feel comfortable in the process.”
 

“Not being able to give patients the results when the
patient is very anxious. Also, maintaining composure
when discovering a new pathology.”

“When first entering the field, work in most challenging
patient care environment you can (ie. Hospital/IP/ED).
You can work anywhere after a few years of experience
and have exposure from people that have been in the
field longer than you.”

“Ultrasound is a great career path as it pertains to
versatility and technology continues to advance.”

Ariana McKinney, Sonographer at Strong Memorial
Hospital gives insight into a career in Sonography. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McI7_h4FmhE&t=28s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYLfPP0UQWw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFkIh5TtWws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McI7_h4FmhE&t=28s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McI7_h4FmhE&t=28s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McI7_h4FmhE&t=28s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McI7_h4FmhE&t=28s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYLfPP0UQWw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYLfPP0UQWw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYLfPP0UQWw
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