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Nuclear Medicine Technoloaisi' -

Nuclear Medicine Technologists prepare radioactive drugs and administer them to
patients for imaging to help physicians and surgeons diagnose a patient's condition.
Nuclear Medicine Technologists use scanning equipment to capture images to
provide to physicians or others who diagnose, care for, and treat patients and to
researchers who investigate uses of radioactive drugs. There are three types of
Nuclear Medicine Technologists including Nuclear Cardiology Technologist (NCT),
Nuclear Medicine Computed Tomography Technologist (CT) and Positron Emission

Tomography Technologist (PET). "It is rewarding to help patients get better and make I
Average Ann val Pay: S78,760 them as comfortable as possible.”

How Do | Become a Nuclear Medicine Technoloaier?

Complete an Associate Degree from a Nuclear Medicine Technology Program.

H Some technologists complete an additional associate degree or a bachelor's
PrOjeCted JOb degree in a related health field and then complete a 12-month certificate program

. in nuclear medicine technology. Certification is not required to get licensed but
Market G rOWth - may be required by employers. Licensing requirements vary by state (New York

20/ b 2031 State does not require licensing). Nuclear Medicine Technologists may
Y y additionally get certified in PET, NCT, or CT, or other certifications such as basic
life support.

What Does a Nuclear Medicine Techno\oais'f Do?

Explain medical procedures to patients and . Maintain and operate imaging equipment

answer questions o Keep detailed records of procedures
« Follow safety procedures to protect patients « Follow procedures for radiation disposal
and themselves from unnecessary radiation ¢ In the event of a radioactive incident or
exposure nuclear disaster, some nuclear medicine
e Prepare radioactive drugs and administer to technologists may be involved in
patient emergency response efforts.
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A Professional Account

George Pluchino, Nuclear Medicine Technologist at Roswell
Park Comprehensive Cancer Center, Buffalo, NY shares his
personal insight on Nuclear Medicine Technology.

What is the most rewarding part of your job?

"Helping patients get better and making them as
comfortable as possible."

What is the most challenging?

"Seeing patients that are ill and the struggles that
they are going through with a cancer diagnosis.”

What do you wish you knew back in school that
you know now?

"To be more eager at learning diverse things that
would apply to my current position. Learning more in
school would have saved time later on."

Anything else you want to share?
"It is a high demand and high reward profession. It is a
rewarding field with good salary and benefits."
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Click on the image to learn more about
Nuclear Medicine Technology from
alisWebsite

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=TCNvMOfTm4E

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?
v=XcaChXkQmbM

Click on the image for first hand accounts
of Nuclear Medicine Technology from
Loma Linda University Health


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XcaChXkQmbM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCNvM0fTm4E

Health Career Observer

The Official Newsletter of the WNY R-AHEC

NYS AHEC Scholars

Health Profession Students

Nursing, social work, physicians, physician | ‘
assistants, dentists, pharmacists, allied ‘
health professionals\and more...
JOIN NYS AHEC SCHOLARS TODAY AND
EARN UP TO $2000
Get paid while completing school clinical requirements
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A 2- year internship
program where students
identify health care needs
" in medically underserved
@‘ areas while working as an

3 inter-professional team

**Eligible students must be in a health profession program and in final 2 years of study. (Includes 2 year
programs, juniors in 4 year programs and graduate students with 2 years remaining.)

Apply and Receive a Free T-Shirt and $50 with Acceptance
Earn up to $2000 with program completion
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Contact Erin Brauen
ebrauen@r-ahec.org
585-786-6275 for more
information

http://nysahec.org/our-
programs/new-nys-ahec-
scholars-program/

“This project is supported [in part or in whole] by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) under Grant number U77HP16459 and project title New York State Area Health Education Center
System. The information or content and conclusions are those of the author and should not be constryedias the efficial position or poliey of,
nor should any endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. Govetnment
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MESY
Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe,
Ontario, Orleans, Stueben, Wayne, Wyoming, & Yates.
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